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*. PLEASANT. 


HISTOR 


Of the LIFE and DEATH of 


WILL SUMMERS. 


How he came firffto be known at Court, 
and by what means he got to be King Henry 
the Eighth's Jeſter. 


With the entertainment that his Couſen Patch, 


Cardinal Woolſey's Fool, gave him at his Lords houſe, 
and how the Hogſheads of Gold were known by this means. 
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The Life of Will Summers. 


NUN He Pꝛoverb tells us, Stulterum plena ſunt omviad All 
2 4 places are full of tools. There is So'omons: Fel, 
q> W 15 Me that delpilcth wiſdom and knowledg: There is 
2 SF St. Gregories-Fol, Who is buſie in ether mens mat⸗ 

Q 4 MJ ters, and carcleſs andnegligent of his own : There 
is Democritus his Fol, Who cmely doteth 1 ren 
things ablent, and what is p2eſent deſpiſeth, theugh much mo2e 


commodicus and beneficial than things paſt, Socrates hath his rich 
Fol, whom he calleth A Go'den ſlave ; Cicero's Fol, whoxannet- 


& - 
Dis 
. 


ther endure things pꝛelent, noz pꝛevent what is to tome: There is 
Doniſius his Fol, who bearcth himſelf arrogantly to the humble, 
and ſubmillively to the pꝛoud: There is Pachimerus his Fol, who ws 
in ſerious things ſpo2ts, and in trifles and toys is ſerious. Ariftotles _ 


Fol, who hath not ſcuce to diſtinguiſh gad from bad. There is 
Crates his Fel, who in pꝛoſperity is d2unk, in adverſity mad. There 
is Seneca's Fol, who always is but beginning to live, and fers his 


fancies with new hopes even in the extremity of his age. There 
is Procopius his Fwl, that conſidereth not in the beginning what 
the end may be, but repenteth himſelf in the middeſt: And fo of 4 


the reſt. 
Folly is the poverty of the mind, and amongſt folg, he is held 
to be the greateſt fol that knoweth little, and would feem to under⸗ 
ffand much. A fair and a beautiful perſon, faith Diogenes, that is 
defective in his ſenſes, is like a go2geo 
Tenant, The fol wanteth much, ans were he pofſeft of all thin 
pet did he not know how to uſe any ol them; foꝛ the moze rich af 
is, the moze folich he is. A ſimple o2 ignorant perſon may he know 
by thee things: he cannot rule himſelf, becauſe he Iarkethrreafor 
he cannot refit his paſſions, becauſe he wanteth wit, neith 


art that which he would do, becauſe he is in bondage to folly ; for. 4 
where there is no capacity oz appzchenſicn, alt perfwafion 02 in⸗ \ 
A firuction- -- 


2 


4 


houſe inhabited with a oo , 


a The Life and Death of Will Summers. 


ſkruction is in vain. It is better to be uubozn, than unknowing, foz 
want of underſtanding is the rot of all misfoztune; neither is ig⸗ 
nozance ever truly known to be igno2ance, till it be matched wich 
knowledg. Ticum ct bonum ſcientiu, & malitm unicum cit ignoran- 
tia: that is, Che only good is knowledy, and the on:ly evil is igno- 
rance. Jn adverſity it is a bleſſing, in p2oſperity a from 2 it hatch 
the boldell ſace, and cowerdlieſt expꝛeſlion, and is no better than the 
meer fancy of the mind; but as veſſels are known by their found 
whether they be whole oz b:ckcn, ſo men are found by their ſpech 
and behaviour, whether tley be wiſe oz fwliſh: and as the wildom 
of wile men continually augmenteth, lo the ſtupidity of che foliſh 
evermore encrcalech. 

Some be fals by nature, ſuch as we call mer Naturals, oꝛ Ade- 
ots: Others be cunning and crakty fols, who when they cannot 
thzive by their wiſdom, ſeek to live by their folly; and ſuch an one, 
it may be imagined, was this Will Summers, of whom is our pꝛe⸗ 
ſent Argument: fo2 as ſome things pꝛocee ding frem him lavcured of 
a mier bꝛainleſs ſtupidity; lo other. things again exp2eſſed in him, 
a wary acute and ingenious capacity 3 ſo that he might be imagined 
to be a mixture of two metals, oz a compound of fol and knave, in 
which wozd J no way tax his honeſty, but rather intend in it his 
crafty ſimplicity. 

I ſhall not nc&d to land long to dilccurſe upon his Birth, B2ed- 
ing, and Parents; onely J will deliver to you ſome pleaſant paſſa- 
ges of his in the Country befo2e he came to be a Courtier: he was 


pve a low flature, of a pleaſant countenance, and of a nimble body 


and geſture, and had a god mother⸗wit in him, as the Stoꝛy here⸗ 
after will ſhew, | | 

Will Summers paſting by chance where he heard a poz Piller 
begging an Alms of a Baker, and deſired to give him ſomething 
fo the alliance that was Wyirt their two Trades: Summers agked 
the Pillar, how many Farmers had been cuſfomers to his Pill 
who anſwered him, ſeven oz eight, and that he only ground all their 
Cozn : to whom he replyed again: Baker tt is pitty to give this 
fellow any thing, foꝛ J find by him he is moꝛe fol than knave: foz if 
(chere had been any wit in him at all, he would have undone all cheſe 
Farmers befoze himſelf would have been fozc'd to go thus e 


i 
| 


The Life and Death of Will Summers. | 
When his Mother went to burial, he following the Pearſe, 
flretcht out his voice, and ſting as loud as he was able, foz which 
his Father rep2oving him, he made anſwer and ſaid, Father, you 
are the greateſt fol of the two, fo2 the Pꝛieſt and Clerk will not 
| ſing fo2 her unleſs yen hire them with money, and you lee J am con- 
| tent to do it of frie-coF, 

Coming with a Friend oꝛ Companion of his into a Mictualing⸗ 
houſe, they call'd foz Eggs, which when they had eaten, and ſatiſ- 
fied the Yoſteſs, Will Summers made taſte to be gone, and his part- 
ner could not make him ſtay any longer by any means: but being 
ſome diſtance frem the houſe, his friend asked him what was the 
reaſon he made ſuch- ſped thence; marry, ſaith he, becauſe. my 
Moſtels ſhould not call me to queſtion fo2 an after reckoning, foz in 
ene of my Eggs there was a whole Chicken, and J ſupt it off at one 
| mouthful, and never paid fo? it. 


In che way home it — — Will Summers; 6 
at his back, and fraining himſelf with takitix to lätg 
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The Life and Death of Will Summers. 
lie a great crack from behind, which the other hearing, laid unto 
him, Now out upon ther fo; a beaſtly fol, what haſt thou done: 
who anſwered him again, Thou muſt nerds ercuſe me; and further 
I can aſſure the, if my tail could have bozrowed thy tongue to have 
made uſe of, it would have been talking long agce. 

Upon a time being walking in the middle of Summer, and the 
Sun ſhining very hot upon him, ilomuch that he ſweat again, 
loking up to the Elements, he ſaid, Now if thou beeſt a God, Sun, 
take in thy beams, and keep them till next Winter, and if you will 
affowdme them then, A ſhall be much beholding unto thee. 

Another time Will Summers and his Yozſe having croſt a River 

in a Ferry-boat, and being very fearful upon the water, he ſpake 
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never a waz till he had got fafe over, and ſitting himſelf down up⸗ 
on the farther ſhoze, and fetching a great ſigh, he laid, Now what a 
' blockiſh and ſenſeleſs fol am J, foz if J had been dꝛown d in the Ri- 


ver, how miſerably would my father have beaten me⸗ 


5 Upon a time being in place where a deboiſt Gallant came in, 


whole 
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| The Life and Death of Vill Summers. "A 
whoſe only talk was of his Gentility, and from what a noble bouſe 
he was deſcended, Will Summers ſting him ſo bzave in wozds, and .. 
pz in habit, ſaid unto him, What a coil is here with talking of 
Gentry and Nelility I do not think but if the truth were known, 
our Millers hozle is the better Gentleman cf the two; foz you ſhall 4 
never ſee him go abꝛoad without a man to wait upon him. K 

Another time a Piller having abuſed him, he told him, that he 
thought there was nothing that he could imagine was moze valiant 
than the coller of a Pillers ſhirt :. who asking him what reaſon he 
had to think ſoz made p2eſent anſwer, Parry becauſe every mozn-. ) | 
ing it hath a Thief by the neck. | 

Upon a time, being very ſick and weak, by reaſon of a Fever 
that had long troubled him, a neighbour coming to give him 
ſcme wholſome ghcffly counfcl, bad him be of god comiozt, and 
told him, that if he were taken cut of this vain tranſitozy wozld, he 
ſhould be immediately taken up, and carried into Paradile, who an- 
ſwered him that he was glad of that with all his heart: foz if the 
way to Paradiſe were any part of it up hill, he was never able to. 
travel thither on fot, bis leggs were lo weak and feeble, 

On a time will Summers wanting meney, and having nei | 
money n92 credit, knew not what to do; at length bethinking With - 
himfclf how to get ſome coin, it being Summer time, he goes into 
a hollow Tree, and there gets a great deal of the powder oz duff of 
the Tri, and laps it up in little Papers.like to Tobacco, and rides 
unto a Town where he was not known; and it being a Parker⸗ 
dap, opened a Box which he had befoze him, wherein · were all theſe 
papers full of this powder, and there with a loud voice cries out, 
buy a Tozmentoz foz Fleas, buy a Tozmentozof Fleas : the ped- 
ple at that ſeaſon being much troubled with fas, bought every dne 
two penny wozth, and asked him how they ſhould. uſe it: Thus ſaid 
he; fircw it on the ſheets befoze you go t. bed, and J will warrant 
xcu it will tozment and kill them all. Do in a Go2t ſpace Will Sum- 
mers had ſold all, and had ſfoze of money, and went away merrilp-- 
to his Fathers houſe, Do the next Parket⸗day following, he want⸗ 
ing moze money, went again with moze of the ſame yowver; "and 
tak money enough; and lome of thoſe: had fozmerly bought 
the powder of him, told him that it did no gx t rath 


o - 
b- Ws... * * 6; 
— > — ¶ T ⏑ EAA AI — 


* — 
—— — . — 
* — 1 — 
— — 


N 1 * 3 
4 » * »? 
. n 4 „ — 
N , 5 - T_T 
ny © f © 
* a 6 4 4 iS 4 
+ m 
9 A r 
a v 


The Life and Death of 77;!] $ummers. 


them ok their ep, no2-did it kill the Fleas : Then ſaid Will Sum- 


mers, you did not as J told you; pes indeed, we did row it in the 
bed: Ey but, ſaid Will Summers, you ſhould have had a little ſtick in 
one hand, and with the other hand have caught them bythe napof the 
neck, and ſo have thꝛuſt it down their thzoats, and that will ſo toꝛ⸗ 
ment them, that they will never trouble you again. Do they bought 
moze of the ſame powder, and went home, and thanked him hearti⸗ 
ly, without any ſuſpicion of his knavery and deceit therein. 

Above all things Will Summers could not endure the lye, and if 
any man told him that he 1y'd, he would be ſure to ſtrike him with 
the next thing that came into his hand. Jt ſo happened, that he tel⸗ 


Jing a Tale accowding to his faſhion, one that ſtod by and heard him, 


ſaid unto him. Nay that (William) J hold to be an errant lye, - 
which he growing to a pelting chafe, ſnatcht up a god cudgel, and 


tame towards him, holding it over his head, and asked him why he 


gave him the lye? the other knowing his ſuddenneſs, and that he 


was but a woꝛzd and blow, denyed his wozds, and ſats, he ſaid no 
ſuch thing; Ey but ſaid he, thou didſt; but laid the other, J did not: 


he fill urg'd it, and the other denyed it lo long, that at length he 


bzuke out and laid, thou lyeſt in thy thꝛoat, and in thy guts, to ſay 


that J offered to give thee the lye; at which woꝛds he flung away his 
cudgel, and ſaid, that wozd hath given me ſatisſaction: It was well 
that thou didit not ſay J ly*d, fo2 if thou hadſt, J would not have left 


beating the whilft thou hadſt had one whole bone in thy skin. 
Zo one that had two childzen at one birth, Will Summers came 


and told him, that he had the moſt honeſt and faichfulleſt wife of 


any man that was in the whole Pariſh, he demanding wherein 
wherein, ſaith he⸗ why ſhe hath bꝛought thee two childzen at once, 


and hath given them both unto ther; when, if ſhe had not been jult 


and honeff, the might have conceal'd the one of them, and kept it to 
her ſelf, 4 


Mis Father upon a time ſent him unto the Yozſe-matket with 


-a ag to ſell, now when he came to the place where the Chapmen 
r 


ſo2ted , and every one rid his hozſe to and fro, to make them the 
moze credible, he tyed his hozfe in a cozner, and ſat him down cloſe 


by him: At length one ſpying the Nag, and ſing him to be a very 
1ikely beaſt, 1 inking him to be the ſeller, becauſe he lat fo near 


him, 
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The Life and Death of Vill summer. 
Lim, he asked him what buſineſs he had there - who anſwered, J 1 
cannot tell; he agked him whole hozle that was he anlwered, his 
that would by him: ſaid the other, thou canſt not ſell him by fitctig 
here; then (anſwered he) J will kep him, aud carry him away; 
he asked him if he were ſound of wind and limb; fure if he were, 
replyed he again, J think mp Father is not ſuch a fl as to part wit 
him. The Chapman percciving his ſimplicity, imagined it to be free 
from all deceit and cunning, targained fo2 him, and bought him, 
Ve bcing eaſing his body, and cloſe at his buſineſs, one that knew 
him paſting by, call d to him, and ſaid aloud; Mell ſaid Will, Ale 
thou art doing that which no man can do fo2 thee : who anſwered, J 
do not deſire it, foꝛ J am old enough to do it fo2 my lelf : The other 
;, Ceplyed, Jnded it is that which no body can be without; to whom 
(having made an end of what he was doing, and riſing withal) he 
ſaid, Nay that is not ſo, fo2 J can be without it now, and ik vou like 
it vou may take it foz pour labour. | 
Mis Father ſending him into the Country upon ſome buſineſs, 


being benighted by the way, he light upon a Cottage, where by  * | 
much intreaty he got ſhelter; but the houle affozding no ſpare Bed. 
he was fo2ccv to make ſhift and Tye in an out-houle where was a 


Hapy⸗loft: Now the man having a Cow that had newly calved, had, A 
latd it there fo2 warmth ſake, in which Will laid himſelf cloſe by it. 
not perceiving that any ſuch thing was there. In the night he ag 
a terrible dꝛeam, fo2 he thought he had a great ſwelling in his belly,” 
which treubled him very ſoze, and that in the end he was delivered 
of a Calf: Now at the beak of day waking, and finding the young. 1 


we - 


Calf ſo ncar him, pzeſently appzehended that his dzeam was true, 


and fearing leſt it would come to light, he pzeſently got up, and ta⸗ 
king his ſuppoſed birth in his arms, calf it into a ditch, and dzowne- 
ed it, running away homeward as faſt as his legs were able to 
carry him. | 9h 

His Father not being well, ſent him wich his Urine to have 


ſome counſel from the Doctoz, who knocking at his doz, and the 
Phyſitian opening unto him, he p2eſented him the Urinal, who, as 
he twk-it from his hand, asked him withal from whence he tame? 
to whom he made anſwer, J hope your Mozſhip is wile enough tro 
Find that in the water, - | | RES 


my 5 2 „ 
15 - . Feing. +4 
Ow. 6 - 


1 


— 


KS 
* 
; 


e Life and Death of Will Summers. 
Being asked by one, why a dog, when he made water ever lifted 


up his leg ⸗ he anſwered, Foz manners ſake, and leſt he ſhould be⸗ 


pils his ſlockings. 

Many and almoſt infinite were his Jeſts which paſt from him in 
the Country foz ſtupid and ſimple, others witty and wiſe, inſomuch 
it could not be eaſily gheſt to which his conſtitution was moſt incli⸗ 
ned : but alwayes he abhoꝛred all naſtineſs, keeping himſelf very 
handſome and cleanly, inſomuch that in the Country his fame ſp2cad 
as far as the Court, and came to the tar cf the Bing, who ſent foz 
him to ſ& and talk with him. 

Divers are the demeanonrs and diſpoſiticns of thoſe which we call 
Fols and Jdeots 3. ſome are of a ſullen and dogged nature, others of 
a merry and pleaſant humour: one in rainy weather will be full of 
ſpozt and laughter: if you ask him why he will cell you then, 
when the rain is over there will come fair weather, aud rejoyce to 
think upon it: and when the rain is over, and fair weather comes, 
he will be ſad and dꝛwping; demand the cauſe that when the fair 
weather is over, the foul will come again. J have known another 
of ſuch a contradictozy ſpirit, that whatſoever you intreated him 10 


do, he would be dogged and deny it; but that you warn him to fo2- 
Fear, that he would do, though he were ſure to be ſoundly diſciplin'd: 

Az pbis pains; but this Will Summers was an of eaſie nature, and tra⸗ 
table diſpoſition, who after he had found the faſhions ok the Court, 
aud tried the humour of the King, complied fo well wich both, that 


he gained not onely great grace and favour from his. Pajeſty, but 
A general love from the Nobility 3 fo2 he was no carry-tale, noz 

phiſpercr, no? flattering infinuacer, to b2ed diſco2d and diſſention, 
but an honeſt plain down-right, that would ſpeak home without 
halting, and tell the truth of purpoſe to ſhame the Der il; ſo that his 
plainneſs mixt with a kind of facetiouſneſs, and tartneſs with plea- 
ſaneneſs, made him very acceptable into the companies of all 


| .. - told you he was ſent fo2 to the Court, and coming up to Lon- 
| | don with his Cloaths at his back, and paſting thzough one of the 
' Anus of Court in the height ofthe Term, he obſerved a great com- 
yany of Gentlemen in their Gowns, and demanded of ene that was 
with him, of what Calling oꝛ Pꝛofeſlicn they were, who told him 


they 


e J We, OY 


The Life and Death of Vill Summers, _ 
they were Lawyers: Lawpers, ſalih he e indeed foz their ſakes Jam 
ſozry fo2 the whole City: Whyp # reylyed the other; marrp, ſaich he, 
becauſe we have but one Lawper in the Shire where A live, and he 
| hath undone the whole Country; now they having ſo many here, 
Jam greatly afraid, that in ſhozt ſpace they will undo the whole 
City. 

Well, to the Court he was bzought, and had admittance into the 
pꝛeſence of the King, but what conference they had together, is be⸗ 
yond me, in regard that J was not then p2eſent t and to diſcern the 
King the better, he put on a pair of Spectacles 3. and being asked the 


th 
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ble to inherit any land who anſwered him again, that he thought 
he might: The King demanded his reaſon 2 marry, ſaith he, my 
Father being a wiſe man begot me a fol; now why may not J 
(being a fol) beget a wiſe child to inherit my land, if J had any 
with ſuch and the like queſtions the King made trrxal of him, and 
pꝛeſently entertain d him doth into his grace and livery; and now 
who but Will Summers the Kings fol: who had got ſuch an inte⸗ 
16 reſt in him by reaſon of his quick and facetious Jeſts, that he could 
i have admittance into his Pajeſties Chamber, and have his ear, when 
[+ | a great noble man, nay, a Pꝛivy Councello2 could net be ſuffered to 
fpeak with him: and further, if the King were angry, oz diſpleaſed 


tent, then was Will Summers pꝛovided with one pleaſant cenccit oz 
| | another, to take offthe edge of his diſpleaſure : but from the gene⸗ 
1 ral, J come to ſome particulars of his Jeſts, oz merry conceits. 

The Ving upon a time riding upon his Pꝛogrels with his No- 
bles, and the Cardinal Wolſey palt by a place, where (it leemeth) 
he had a Piſtrels, which Will Summers well knew, the King being 
diſpoſed to be merry, asked him ik he could rhime « Rhime my 
13 Liege ſaith he- that J can, fo2 J have in me much moze Rhime 
than Keaſon : Then replyed he again, lok up towards that Zurrct, 

IS andanſwer to me in rhime what J ſhall tell thee, and began thus: 


Within yon Tower 6% whom 02 this hour 


There is a flower, Summers in⸗ She piſt full ſower, 
That hath my heart, J ſtantty reply d, ( And let a- fart. 
Mhich the King laughed at exceedingly : then the Cardinal muſt 
needs rhime with him, and thinking thereby to have daunted him 
fo2 his bold anſwer to the King, began, Come William, what ſay 
you to this Rhime 2 
A Rod in the School Cay al Suh Halter and a Rope, 


And a whip for a Fool, ed Will Sum For him that would be Pope 
s alwaps in ſeaſon. J mers. Agtivft all right & reaſon. 


Which the Carvinal hearing, bit his lip; fo? at that time there 
|- was ſome ſpeech. that the Cardinal did aim at it. - Theſe homely 
de might paſs in thoſe days, though the refinedneſs-of theſe dur 
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I” with any thing, if no man elle durſt demand the cauſe of his diſcon- 


times: 
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The Life and Death of Vill Summers. 
times will neither admit ſuch courlenels of language, no2 ſuch bold- 
neſs with Pꝛinces. | "174 

Nay, in thoſe times, as they were bold in their language, ſo oft- 
times they weuld not make it a. thing ſqueamiſh, to be ſomewhat 
pꝛophane: foz the Pzoverb being then on fot, That there were three 
teveral Trades, that could never he free from Felony, namely, Wea- 
vers, Millers, and Taylors. The King askedhis Fol what he thought 
of Pillers: Ok Millers ſaith he: J will tell your Pajeſty; J hold 


them to be a kin to the Bleſied Uirgin: Peur reaſon ſaith the Bing⸗ 


marry anſwered he, J ſhall tell you'; ſhe above all colours pꝛeferreth 
a white Ueſture, as betokeneth purity, ſincerity, and chaſtity; and in 
that they alſo ftrive to imitate her ; foꝛ pcu ſtall never meet a Piller 
but in a white and mealy habit: next, as ſhe was befoze the birth 
a Uirgin, in the birth a Uirgin, and akter the birth a Uirgin-z 


ſo a Piller is befoze his Pill a Theef, and in his Mill a Thief, and 


behind his Pill a Theef + but theſe wozds, though they be pzivi- 
ledged toz fals, are not authentical fo2 wiſe men. 

It was a cuſtom in thole- days that no man ſhculd be admitted 
into the Kings Guard, but ſuch as were tall ſfatur'd, well featur d, 
ſtrong men, and valiant, Now it happened, that ſome places be- 


ing then empty, to fill up the number divers Noblemen had pꝛe⸗ to 
fer d ſome of their ſervants, and p2eſcnted them unto the Ming; 


(Will Summers then ſtanding by) ſaith- one of them, Dee my Liege, 
this man is no Coward, fo2 he hath reccived this hurt in his faces 
And ſaith avothcr, and this my man hach had ſuch and ſuch cuts in 
the leg: ſam the third, and mine hath had fo manp dangerous 
wounds in the body, and withal cauſcd them to ſhew their £kars. 
which were apparent; which the Pzince obſerving, and as the Pꝛo⸗ 
verb goeth, King Henry lov'd a man, he was willing to receive him 
into the Fand: but bcfoze he would entertain them, he agked Will 
Summers what he thought. of theſe ſlout and talb fellows: who an⸗ 
lwered him again, that he theught them not fit ſo2 his ſervice: the 
Ling demanding his reaſon, marry ſaith he, J ſ& theſe men have 
indeed been hurt, and mangled, and have their mends in ther own 
hands: but J would have ther to ſend cut, and make inguiry koz the 
men that gave them theſe wounds; foꝛ in my mind; thcy of the two 
(if thou ſhouldſt ſand in ned of them) are the fitteſt ſoz thy lervite. 
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One asking Will Summers why the beſt and richeft Benefices | 
were foꝛ the moſt part confer'd on the moſt nnwozthy and unlearned | 
men - he made anſwer, Do not you obſerve daily, that upon the 
moll weak and poꝛeſt Jades are laid the greateſt burdens, and upon 
the beſt and ſwifteſt hoſes placed the youngeſt & lighteſt Gallants - | 
. Upon a time paſſing by a very hard-favour'd Wench, he ſaid tg 
| oue in his company. And is not that a very vainty fine creatures 
which the Laſs over-hearing, and knowing ſhe was flouted, made 
[] anſwer again. Thou maiſt walk far enough befoze thou ſhalt hear 
4 any one ſap ſo much by thee, Nay, reply'd he, that J need not, if 
; any man be diſpoſcd to tell as lewd a lye of me, as I did of the; 
| | Will Summers coming into a Chappel of the Fryer Minors, he 
is ſaw Saint Francis painted in a very fair Table, ſitting in the midſt 
| of four grave and reverend Doctozs; who pꝛeſently call d to a Fryer, 
and demanded of him what Saint Francis, being a lay man, and no 
„Scholar at all, made in that place, diſputing amongſt the Doco2s - 
the Fryer replyed unto him again, why N tell thee thou ignozant 
fellow, that this Saint Francis was the greateſt Docto2 amongit them 
all: who auſwered, Py thinks that carrieth with it very {mall ap- 
pearance of truth, that the Fryer Minors, (which is the leaſt Fryer, 
92 the Fryers of the leſs Oꝛder) ſhould have the greateſt Scholar, 
oz Doctoꝛ to be their Founder oz Patron. 
His cuſtom was (by the Kings command) to keep a Catalogue oz 
A Regiſter of all their names in oꝛ about the Court, who had com- 


laughter, and once in a quarter of a year to bzing unto the King a 
particular, oz lift of their names: It ſo happened, that à Traveller 
and Stranger coming from beyond the Seas, tickled the King in 
the head with divers Spaniſh Jennets, of which, if his Pajeſty 
would furnith him with a certain lum ok money, he would not only 
Furniſh his Stables, but his whole Country (in ſhozt time) with 
their buwd ; andp2evailed ſo far, that he had a thouſand pound paid 
him out of the Exchequer to that purpoſe, and ſo tok his leave of 
the Ming: Some two moneths after, being to deliver up his Regi- 
ſer, his Pajeſty found his own name lifted amongſt the reſt of the 
Tals: at which being on the ſudden very angry, and. asked him why 
he durſt be lo lawey, to rank him in the number ok the others _ 
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culcus foz their folly : who anſwered him again: Parry Harry J 
do it not without god cauſe ; foz here came a ſtranger (no man 
knows from whence) into thy Court, and hath made chee believe 
he will bzing thee hozles over; but when canſt thou tell⸗ Now; 
waſt not thou a very fol to. truſt a Traveller, who was neither 
known unto thie, noꝛ unto any of thy Subjects, with ſo much mo⸗ 
ney: to whom the Bing replyed; Ey, but what wilt thou ſay, if 
he come over juſt at the day appointed, and bing me over ſo many 
Jennets as he pzomiled 2 What will I ſay? (ſaith Will) marry- 
Ile tell thee Harry, when I ſee this done, J will make no moze ado, 


© but fair and flatly quite race out thy name, and put in his; and then 


he, and not thee, Call land a fol upon recoꝛd. 


Jn King Hemy the Tighths days, there was great poſting to and 


frofrom Rome; fo2 the Cardinal Wolſey had much buſineſs with the 
Pope: Now the Cardinal had a natural fal to make him merry, 
which was called Patch; which Fol loved Will Summers exctding⸗ 
ly, as you may behold him ſaying, welcome Couz, welcome Coup + 
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but Will Summers loved him onely foz his own ends; and being 
come to the Cardinals houſe, Patch the Cardinals Fol, willing to 
give his Couzen Will entertainment at his Lows heuſe pꝛevailed ſa 
far with him, as to have him to the Seller, which was the inner- 
moſt, oz pꝛivate Seller, intending to dzink ſome wine, and foz fur- 
ther love and courteſie would bzcach a freſh Yogſhead cf wine ſoz his 
{4 Couzen, and having pierced ene oz two Mogſheads, nothing came 
[; | - out, and yet was very heavy, went to another, and ſo try'd half a 
ſcoze ; at length Will Summers with a Hammer that lap by, ſtrikes 
the head of one of the Yogſheads out, and there appcarcd nothing but 
Gold: Now Will Summers he ſaith nothing, but when he came to 
to the Court , tells the King what a Seller of wine he had been in 
at the Cardinals; and that his Seller yiclded no ſuch wines, no2 ere 
would: How, ſays the King, have not J no ſuch wines in my Sel⸗ 
ler? no indeed, ſaid Will, fo2 there is never a Hogſhead in the Car- 
dinals Seller but is wo2th ten thouland pounds, and better: Pother 
of God, ſays the King, that is ſuch wine that J never heard of; ten 
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The Life and Death of Vill Summers. 
thouland pounds a Yogſhead 2 nay, rather moꝛe than leſs 2 Come 
Sirrah, ſays the King, tell me your meaning, fo2 J know there is 
ſomething elſe in it; tell me, oz J will hang; ther: then Will told 
the King how his Couzen Patch; the Carvinals Fwl, bzought him 
into his Beller to dꝛink Wine, and bꝛoached two oz thꝛer Yegſheads, 
and no wine came fo2th ; ſo at length he burſt open the head of one 
of the Yogſhcads, and that was full of Gold, and lo was the next 
to that, and foꝛty moze which he law; whereupon the King having 
foꝛmerly taken a diſtaſte at the Cardinal, pꝛelently ſends Peſlen- 
gers and other Officers to the Cardinals Seller, and there finds 
150 Hogſheads of god Gold, which was conveyed to the Exchequer; 
which money was-welcome to the King, fo2 at that time the King 
had great need of it: Now the Cardinal hearing of this ſad foztune, 
fell fick at Aſher in Surrey, and makes friends to the Ring to pacifie 
him, and withal he ſent Patch his Fol to be his Servant; which 
Patch hearing, fell a crying, and would by no means have gone 
from him, till the Cardinal was fozced to command ſix of his talleſt 
Yeoman to conduct him to the King, where they received him glad⸗ 
ly : Then Will Summers ſhewed his new Couzen the Court, and 
divers other offices, which pleaſed Patch very well; and they both 
giving attendance, 7 

The King at that time having an Emballie to ſend to Rome, asked 
Will whether he had a mind to go on pilgrimage to Rome, as many 
of his Subjects frequently did? To whom he anſwered, that of all 
the places in the woꝛld he had no mind to travel thither : the King 
demanded his reaſon why : He made anſwer ; marry Harry becauſe 
the old Pꝛoverb is newly come into mind, and that is this: The 
firſt time after that a man hath ben at Rome, and returned from 
thence, he is thought to be a Knave 3 the ſecond time he is p2oved 
to be a Knave ; but the third time he is known to be both a Knave 
and an Impoſter. 

Going over with the King to Bullein, he had complete armour 
made fo2 him, from head to fot; which is to be ſeen within the 
Tower of London: And the weather being rough and tempeſtuous, 
he never having been on ſhipboard befo2e, began to be very fearful of 
the Sea, and calling foꝛ a piece of the ſalteſt Beef they had, began 
to cat it betoze the King very greevily z who asking him, why he 
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eat ſuch groſs powdꝛed meat with ſuchan appetite, when there was 
ſuch ſtoze of freſh vicuals aboard? he made anſwer, O blame me not 
Harry to fill my ſtomack with ſo much lalt meat befoze hand, know⸗ 
ing, if we be caſt away, what a veal of water J have to dzink af- 
ter it. 

One thing Jhad fozgot which he ſpake to the King at his firſt en⸗ 
tertainment, but better inſerted out of courſe, than altogether inter⸗ 
mitted. Mis Pajeſty after ſome diſccurſe growing into ſome god li- 
king of him, ſaid; Fellow, wilt thou be my Fol 2 who anſwered him 
again, that he had rather be his own Fathers tilt , then the King 
asking him why?: he told him again, that his Father had got him 
a fol fo2 himſelf, (having but one wife) and no body could juſtly 
claim him from him: now you have had ſo many wives, and ſtill li⸗ 
ving in hope to have moꝛe, why: of ſome one of them, caunot yeu get 
a fl as he did? and ſo port all be ſure to have a fol of pour own. 

The King being in diſcourſe at Table with ſome of his Los, 
Held an argument, that of all his people in the Kingdom *: whether 
af the Nobility, Gentry, o2 City-Werchants, oz Tradeſmen, of 
what faculty oz condition ſoever, he thought the Ruſfick oz Coun⸗ 
trey-man to be the moſt even and platn dealing, as doing juſtly any 
alike to all: To whom Will Summers (then ſtanding by) ſaid, that 
he was not of his mind: Thy reaſon Will (ſaid the King). what be 
they that deal moze farely «nd p2opo2ztionably 2 marry ſaith he pour 
Fath o2 Yot-houſe keepers; fo they to young; and old, pw2 and rich, 
that come within their charge, give equal heat and warmth to all a⸗ 
Uke, without any differcnce oz the leaſt partiality. 

Upon a time Theeves bꝛeaking into his Chamber, and he percct- 
ving them, call*d out unto them, and ſaid, J wonder my Paſters, 
what you hope to find here in the dark night woꝛth your leeking, when 
I can ſie nothing in the clear moꝛning that is wozth my keeping. 

Another time lying in a Garden, he might perceive a fełlow that 
had raiſed a long ladder as high as his window, and was ready to o⸗ 
yen the caſement, and come in, when he ſuddenly rifing, came to 
the window, and ſaid, my friend, thou comeſt tw carly, thy bell way 
ts to ſtay a little while, fo2 J am not aſlep vet; which the Thief 
hearing, though fear let. go his hold, and almoſt bꝛoke his neck 
dan the Ladder. . 


Now. 
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Now Patch being at Court, every one had a great deſire to talk 
with him, and would oftentimes give him wine; and he loved ſweee 
wine exccdingly, and it was as natural to him as milk foz a Calf; 
and having.dzank ſomewhat to much, that his ſtomack would not 
bear it, and ftaring to be ſeen, leſt he ſhould have been whipt at the 
Pozters Lodg, the better to conceal this overſight, runs to a Cloſe- 
{twl, and opening the top, puts in his head, becauſe he would not 
te heard to vomit 3 and when he had caſed his ſtomack, he could not 
get his head out of the ſeat 2 ſo at length he cryed out, and no body 
heard him ſo2 the p2eſent, and he not able to endure the ſmell, ffrived 
to pull his head out, which he could not do; but often fozcing him⸗ 
ſclf, at length pulled the fol out, which hung about his neck like a 
Fand; which ſome eſpying b2ought him befoze the King, and told 
the ſtoꝛy, which made the King laugh heartily at his folly. 

In the time ok the Pꝛogrels Will Summers being billeted in an 
Inne, the Volt of the Heule tok it as a great grace, that the Kings 
Jol, oz Jeſter (whether you pleaſe to call him) would vouchlale to 
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- tage up his lodging in his houle, and when.Supper was bzonght up 


into the Chamber, the Poſt thinking to cologue with him, (becaute 
he had that time a ſuit at the Court, in which he thought he might 
do Him ſome pleaſure) began to find fault with one thing firſt, and 
' then with another, ſaying, the Trenchers were not well.ſcrap'p, 

neither were the Napkins and Linnen white and clean enough fo 
his Worſhip, and flung them down the fairs, and ſaid he would 
fetch better: whoſe back was no ſoner turned, but Will Summers 
tek the meat that was in the Platters, Diſhes,Pots, Glaſſes, Stwls 
and all, and flung them down the ſtairs after him ; at which che 
Hoſt coming up in a great rage, asked him what in th* Devils name 
he meant by that? no hurt J allure peu mine Yoſt, rcplyed he: but 
I ſ&ing you caſt down the Napkins and che Trenchers befoze, 3 
ſent the Meat and the Diſhes after, thinking your purpoſe was, we 
ſhould have ſupt below. 

Will Summers at one time being angry with his Mike, and be⸗ 
fng come from Court ſomewhat early, and it being Summer-time, 
had in his houſe a very fine Cat, it being a Sun⸗ſhine dap, the Cat 
plaid with her ſhadow, and then with her tail, running round about 
with her tail in her mouth, which Will Summers his Wife ſ&ing, 
fell a laughing, he pꝛelently takes the Cat and knocks out her 
Hains; and being asked the reaſon why he did lo, made this anſwer, 
Becauſe his wife ſhould not learn of her. 

Will Summers, befoze he came to London, having gained a god 
repo2t, and being well beloved amongſt Gentlemen koz his merry 
conceits, uſed to come to the Town every Tueldap, it being a Par⸗ 
ket⸗day, and divers Gentlemen meeting together that day at an Oz⸗ 
dinary, which was conſtantly kept there; Will Summers coming in, 
and hearing that the Moſtels of the houſe had a Ktnſwoman, which 
was held fo2 a very witty laſs,and he likewiſe having a gad opini⸗ 
on of her own Mother wit; foꝛ her tongue was like a Clock, always 
wagging, any the hearing that Will Summers was ſuch a notable 
Witty conceited fellow, tok time and cppoztunity to let him under⸗ 
ſtand, that ſhe had as much in her head as ever was in her C2and- 
fathers; yet in ſome things the differed from the women in thoſe 
days, fo2 their natural complexion was their beauty 2 now this 

Putterlip, what the wanted by nature, the doth repleniſh by art, 
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vowing ſhe ſhould never ſleep quietly till ſhe was revengen of der 
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as her bores of her white and red daily can teſfifie. Eut to come to 
the purpoſe, Will Summers being come into the D2dinary amongſl 
the Gentlemen, thꝛows by his Coat, ſalutes the Gentlemen, and 
deſires the D2awer to bꝛing up a pint of the blew.Charniko, Now 
Will Summers had a pair of hoſe on, that.fo2 ſome offence durſt not 
be ſeen in that hue that they were firſt dy'd in, fo2 they had changed 
their colour very much, and in that manner, that the one part ſeem⸗ 
med blew, the other green: The Wench told him, that his b2ee- 
ches being of ſo many colours, well ſuited with his condition: and 
foz the antiquity of them, that they might not be foꝛgotten, wiſhed 
him to let thent be put in pꝛint, and ſhe would bear the charges: At 
which woꝛds the company laughed and jeered at Will Summers: and 
he being much moved in his mind, that his hoſe were now called in 
queſtion, and befo2e his friends, and by a Maid tw, anſwered, By my 
fatth Miſtrels, ſaid Will Summers, thy face is moſt damnable ül 
painted. Yow mean you god Will Winter, ſaid ſhe? Marry thus, my 
Wartholmew fair Waby, that it were not fo2 painting and painting, 
my Arſe would be fo2gotten, and thy face would want reparations, 
At which wozvs, ſhe knowing her ſelf guilty bit her lip, and in a 
parret fury went down the ſtairs very haſtily. The Gentlemen 
laughed at the ſudden anſwer cf Will Summers: and now being din⸗ 
ner⸗time, and the Peat upon the Table, the Gentlemen would 
nerds have the company ok this witty Gentlewoman to dine with - 
them; who being carneftly entreated came up, hoping ere dinner 
was done, to cry quittance with her friend William: and when they 
had placed her, they would needs have Will Summers ſit next to her, 
becauie they did imagine they would have a fling one at another. 
Wil! Summers kindly entertains her; and being ſat together, and 
lometime lpent in eating and dzinking, Will Summers having a mind 
to put a trick upon her, deſired her to reach him the Capon that flwd.: 
a little off her, and as ſhe reſe up, and putting out her arm and ho- 

dy to reach the diſh, Will Summers fitting next to her, perks out a 
huge fart, which mide all che company in a maze, one loking up- - 
on the other, yet chey knew it came that way. Peace Gentlemen, 
laid Will Summers, and whiſpered her in the ear, J will ſay it was J. od 
All the company fell into a huge laughter, ſhe into a fretting IF 
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Country-man Will, and ſo in a great chafe ſie left their com- 
pany. FR : 

Will Summers keeping his Fathers Shep in the Country, did 
uſe to carry à pair of Cards in his pocket, and meeting with boyes 
as god as himſelf , would fall to Cards at the Cambꝛian Game cf 
Mhip⸗her⸗ginny, oz Engliſh one and thirty; at which ſpozt he 
would ſome dayes loſe a ſheep o2 two: fo2 which, ik his Father coz- 
rected him, he (in revenge) would dꝛive the ſ;&p home at night o⸗ 
ver a narrow budge, where {ome of them falling beſides the bꝛidg, 
were dꝛowned in the fwift bzwk, The old man, his Father, being 
wearied with his ungracicus dealing, complained to a Juſtice, think- 
ing to afright him from dcing any moꝛe the like. In bziek, befo2e 


the Juſtice Will Summers was bzeught, where (uſing ſmall reve⸗ 


rence, and leſs manners) the Juſtice ſatd to him, Sirrah, you are a 
netable villain, you play at Cards, and loſe pour Fathers ſh&p at 
one and thirty. Will Summers replyed, that it was a lye: Alyc quoth 
the Juſtice, you ſaucy knave, doſt thou give me the lye? No, qucth 
Will Summers, J gave not you the lye, but pou told me the lye, fo2 3 


never loſt ſheep at one and thirty; fo2 when my game was one and 


thirty 'J always won. Indeed ſaid the Juſtice, thou ſayſt true: but 
I have another accuſation againſt thee, which is, that you dzive your 


Fathers hep over a narrow Bꝛidg, where ſome of them are oftcn- 


times dꝛowned: That's a lye tw, quoth Will Summers, fo2 thoſe that 
go over the Bꝛidg are well encugh, it's onely thoſe that fall beſide, 
which are d2owned : whereto the Juſtice ſaid to Will Summers Fa- 
ther, Old man, thou haſt bzought in two falle accuſations againſt 
thy Don, foz he never loſt hep at one and thirty, no2 were there 
ever any dꝛowned that went over the Bꝛitg. 

Upon a time will Summers ſœing a decayed Gentleman in a very 
thzed-bare Cloak, ſaid to him, Sir, you have a very watchful Cloak 
on - Why, ſaid the poz Gentleman - the other anſwered, J do 


not think it had a god nap theſe ſeven years : the Gentleman re- 


plyed, and truly Sir me thinks you want a nap as well as my Cloak, 


oz you talk idly foz want of leep. 


Upon a feſtival day will Summers began to have a vein of mirth, 


and being in the Court-yard walking with divers Gentlemen, he 


eſpyed a little Gentleman, being of a very low ſtature, and woze a 
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b20ad-bzim'd Pat, which he pꝛelently tells to one of his friends, 
ſaying, if that Gentleman had but ſuch ancther Vat at his feet, he 
might be ſerved up to the Kings Table as between two diſhes. 

The King twk great delight in Will Summers, foz he could make 
ſuch antick faces, and ſo change his countenance as he liſted; foz 
when at any time the Bing was ſet at dinner, Will Summers would 
but put in his head and face between the hangings in fuch a man⸗ 
ner, that it would make the King laugh heartily, and then he would 
tome up to the Kings Table in ſuch a rolling and innecent poſture, 
in holding his hands, and ſctting his eyes, that it is paſt delcribing, 
unleſs one ſaw them. 

Infinite were the Jeſts and witty anſwers of this Will Summers, 
which weuld ask a longer Relation than this Tragate well affozds, 
ſparing the reſt fo2 a ſecend part, if this fozmer be by the courteous 
Reader well accepted, concluding with that which he ſpake upon 
hts dcath-bed. 

When he lay dzawing ncar unto his end, a Fryer, who was his 
GChsltly Father, coming to confeſs him of his ſins, he began to ex⸗ 
amine what eſtate he had in poſleſlion, and to whom his purpole 
was to leave it? To whom he made anſwer, that he had a matter 
of ſcme five hundzed peund, which he had gotten by the ſavour of 
the King, and that he meant to lcave unto the Pzince of the wozld. 
The covetous Fryer thinking to have perlwaded him to have left 
it unto their Covert, began to grow very angry, and ſaid, and why: 
doeſt thou not rather conferre it upon us who are Pendicauts, and 


n:edy 2 To whom he again replyed, becauſe J mean to die in pour 


Ooctrine : foz you teach us, that all the gods and wealth of this 
earth belong to the Pzince and Pzinces of this wozld, and therekoze 
this my Action ſfall be accozding unto peur infkruction.. 8 
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An Epilap upon the dea D Wi Summers, Fool or Je/ er 
to King Henry the Eighth. b 


1 


Tay, Traveller, gueſs who lies here; 
Ol tell thee, neither Lord nor Peer: 

No Knight, no Gentleman of note, 

That boaſts him of his ancient Coat, 
Which Heralds curiouſly emblazon, 

For men (well skilPd therein) to gaze on: 
Know then, that this was no ſuch man, 
And Fle expreſs him as I can, 


He that beneath this Tomb-ſtone lies, 
Some call'd a fool, ſome held him wiſe; 
For which, who better proof can bring; 
Than to be favour'd by a King ? 

And yet again we may miſ- doubt him, 

«A King hath always fools about him. 
Is he more Ideot than the reſſ, 

Who in a guarded Coat can jeaſt? 

1 Or can he wiſdoms honour gain, 

7 That is all bravery, and no brain? 

+ © Sure no ſuch things, wit truly bred, 

>. *--* - Pth habit lies not, but the head. 

I | But whether he was fool or knave, 

=  ' He now lies ſleeping in his grave; 

| Who never in his life found match, 
Unleſs the Card'nals fool call'd Patch : 
Of whom, ſome Courtiers, who did ſee 
Them two alone, might ſay, We three: 
And 't may be fear'd, it is a phraſe 
That may be usꝰd till in theſe days. 

Well more of him vvhat ſhould I ſay? 

Both fools and vviſe men turn to clay : 

And this is all vve have to truſt, 

”* _ That there's no difference in their duſt, | 

"Reſt quiet then beneath this ſtone, ; 
To yvtiom late Archer vvas a drone. : 
- RS Stultorum plena ſuit m . 


